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EDITORIAL
During my childhood, I will deﬁnitely remember nursery rhymes
as a pivotal part of my life. Most of my learning was to get the
words correct so that I could further understand what they mean.
And if I attended a child’s party, we all came together with
rhymes; we bonded over rhymes.
This year at our Picnic of Words, we brought the magic of nursery
rhymes to the audience, remembering that we all connected by
this one common theme. We brought the Three Blind Mice to life,
we gave a modern spin to Jack and Jill with a rhyme battle, all
our favourite nursery rhyme characters from our past were
brought to present day in our very own adaptation of the Mother
Goose rhymes in a unique Julia Gabriel Centre production.
It was an evening of song, talent, magic and imagination. Our
teachers did what they do best: develop curiosity, impart
language and grow the love of learning to read as children
wanted to know what happens next after every scene.

EVENTS | NEWS
CATCH OUR STORYTELLING TEAM!
Enjoy the retelling of classic children’s tales with a Julia
Gabriel Centre twist! Dance with us, rhyme with us, and get
silly with us all over again this new year.
Catch our specialist teachers for a brand new line of Silly
Stupendous Spectacular Stories with our partners, and even
at our home base, Gateway Kiaramas in Mont’ Kiara.
For the most updated schedule, follow us on our facebook
page and instagram account @JuliaGabrielKL!

Together with song, props, colours and enthusiasm we shared
our joy of learning with all, most importantly sharing that learning
is possible in a dramatically different way. In a fast growing
technological world, may we never forget that some things are
best kept as it is, in a traditional way, using all our senses to
learn.

Sharon Roshini Jacob
Principal of Schools

ON THE COVER
Centre Director Paulee Wang firmly believes in the values of
urban gardening and she has taken this project forward to build
a purposeful and child-friendly, edible garden in Kebun-Kebun
Bangsar. The children's garden is designed to house a variety of
vegetables, herbs, fruiting trees and a fragrant garden, where
play based learning will take place.
Sprouting Seeds Children’s Garden is currently a work in
progress as we are roping in parents as partner, and the children
to help establish the garden. Groundbreaking took place on May
26th and we successfully planted our beautiful shady tree!
(to be continued on the next page)
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Thrice a week, Independent PlayClub takes our tried and tested
PlayClub curriculum and expands it for toddlers ready to do it
alone! This programme perfectly bridges the gap between an
adult accompanied programme and formal preschool, providing time and opportunities for self-sufﬁcient toddlers to develop
greater autonomy before entering Nursery One. Suitable for
ages 18 months to 3 years, this programme is available in our
Mont’ Kiara centre at Gateway Kiaramas.
Make an appointment with us to ﬁnd out more. Call us at
03-6211 4411/4422.

PICNIC OF WORDS
Our literary event of the year returned with a celebration of the very popular, Mother Goose’s Rhymes.

W

hat a spectacular evening of poetry, prose and drama in
Julia Gabriel Centre’s Picnic of Words!

Held on 26th May at our Mont’ Kiara centre, our teachers seamlessly weaved the Mother Goose nursery rhymes into a beautiful
story for our parents and children. With the background story of
Mother Goose narrating a story to her geese, we sang along to
her famous nursery rhymes - “Incy Wincy Spider”, “Hot-cross
buns”, “Little Bo-Peep”, “Baa Baa Black Sheep”, “Three Blind
Mice”, “Hickory Dickory Dock”, “Humpty Dumpty”, and “Old
King Cole”; not forgetting the exciting rhyme battle between
Jack and Jill. Big claps to our behind-the-scenes team for the
beautiful stage decorations and costumes for all the characters.
Truly it was, an evening to remember.

BOOK WEEK at Chiltern House
Celebrating the wonderful world of books.
Every year at Chiltern House, we celebrate the many interesting books
that have left an impression on us as we dedicate a special week to
share our love for these favourite books.
Big shout out to our team of parents at Bangsar, CITTA Mall and
Mont’ Kiara centre for sharing their time with us to produce stunning
backdrop and display pieces for the celebration, for coming into
classrooms as guest storytellers with your fantastic tales, and for
working with the children on their creative book character costumes
during Book Week Parade. We are truly inspired by your support to
our programmes, which speaks volumes of your commitment
towards our value of having parents as partner.
Thank you and bravo!

SPROUTING SEEDS
Our little piece of paradise on Earth is coming together beautifully at
Kebun-Kebun Bangsar - an edible and sensory play garden!

(from previous page; Photo credits: Surachet)

[Above] May 26th’s volunteering activity was our first and we had the opportunity
to plant vegetable and herb seedlings onto our raised beds.
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My child is an expert at e-shorthand! Should I be concerned?
re you concerned that e-shorthand and
cyber slang have taken over the way your
child communicates?

A

Today, social media as a form of communication has become the norm for developing
children. Online conversations happen with
lightening speed with thumbs primarily doing
the talking. And there are trends to be followed
of course - it don’t mean a thing if it ain’t got
that swing after all, though perhaps we should
replace ‘swing’ with ‘slang’ in this case! Understandably, as a parent or educator you may
feel concerned that social media speak will
result in higher levels of illiteracy in children as
they develop.
But here’s the good news! As long as children
continue to learn the conventions of writing
and speaking and do not learn how to write on
their cell phones, and it remains a secondary
form of communication rather than the primary,
e-shorthand can be a positive addition to your
child’s literacy repertoire. This means that
schools must continue teaching traditional
writing conventions and the adults in a young
child’s life must model good communication
skills too. So consider your own social media
practices. How much time do you spend on
social media and how often is your child a
witness to this?
Texting or SMS (Short Messaging Service) is a
form of conversation that makes sense when
used in the appropriate context. It is not appropriate to use e-shorthand when writing an
English literature exam! It is if texting a friend

about a meet-up. And believe it or not, our
children have the edge on us! They are far
better than adults at employing social media
language as it is intended. Social media
conversations are meant to be quick, easy and
familiar.
Applications
are
purposefully
designed only to allow a certain number of
characters. When space is limited, there is little
choice but to get creative! A social media
conversation today might even simply be a line
of pictograms - you know, those funny little
emoticons and emojis!

our children can work out for themselves the
purpose of their communications. After all,
have you actually ever heard your child speak
to their Grandma in acronyms?

Through exposure to high tech communication
gadgets, our children have the advantage of
growing up ‘bilingual’ given the right conditions. A joint study by Coventry University and
the University of Tasmania, published in the
British Journal of Developmental Psychology,
indicates that not only does text messaging
not damage young children’s grasp of the
English language, it may actually help improve
it! “The reason why we see positive associations between use of texting slang and spelling
outcomes is because many of the most
commonly used forms of text abbreviation are
phonetically based,” says Clare Wood, Professor of Psychology in Education at Coventry
University. Examples are ‘gr8’ and ‘1daful’.

E-shorthand is a form of language that has a
place in the way we communicate today. But
for children to be able to switch comfortably
from text-speak or cyber slang to formal
written and spoken language successfully,
they must be grounded in formal writing
conventions. We must continue to lay the
foundations for strong literacy skills as early as
possible. If we do this, we can view casual
social media language as another genre of
writing. Most importantly, it is up to us as
parents and teachers to role-model good
communication skills, and to monitor and
remind our children that each language form
has its rightful place!

The key to ensuring a positive balance of skills
is down to us. Problems will arise if we do not
expose children to formal literacy models
when young. They have to acquire strong
communication skills - how to speak and write
with whole words and in full sentences - for all
areas of their lives.

Source: Julia Gabriel Education, Singapore.
The ability to code switch between text speak
and more formal language is similar to when a
young child who has been immersed in
several languages or dialects from the earliest
age understands, for example, when to use
Mandarin and with whom and when to switch
to English. At some level, we have to trust that

